
TEST GLOSSARY 1: Tectonic Key Terms 

 

Now it's time to test yourself! See if you can complete the key terms for the 

following definitions - then turn back to page  5-6  and check yourself! 

 

...................................  .......................... - a circulatory movement of hot molten rock in the 

mantle, caused by heating from the core which results in the movement of crustal 

plates. 

 

..................................  ............................ - where two crustal plates move towards each 

other (includes oceanic-oceanic, oceanic-continental and continental-continental 

convergence). 

 

..................................   ............................ - where two plates slide past each other 

 

................................   .................. - permanent crust between 25-100km thick, which is 

of a lower density than oceanic crust 

 

......................... - the outer layer of the earth 

 

.....................................   ......................................  - the boundary which marks the point 

where two crustal plates are moving away from each other  

 

.......................................... - a sudden and often violent shaking of the earth's crust due 

to the release of energy in the form of seismic waves 

 

........................................... - this is the point on the surface directly above the focus of an 

earthquake. It is often the place where most damage occurs 

 

........................................... - fracturing of the earth's crust 



................................ - this is the point underground where the earthquake starts - it is 

here where the greatest release of energy occurs. 

 

................................. - bending and crumpling of rock layers  

of continental crust where two plates collide at a convergent plate boundary.  

 

................   ..................................... - these are mountains caused by the uplift and 

folding/faulting  

 

.......................................   ...................... - energy produced by heat from inside the earth 

 

...................  ........................................  ......................... - a global navigation system providing 

accurate location information. 

 

............................. - a stationary mantle plume - where very hot magma rises from 

within the mantle to the crust - can lead to volcanoes forming in the middle of a 

plate. 

 

.............................. - a volcano mudflow - created by the combination of ash and water 

 

.................... - molten lava on the surface of the earth 

 

.................... - molten rock under the surface of the earth 

 

...................................- the strength of an earthquake, reflecting the amount of energy 

released. 

 

........................ - the largest of the earth's layers, between the crust and the core. 

 

..................................   ................. - a subjective and descriptive scale from 1 to 12, used 

to indicate the impact and effects of an earthquake. 



..................................  .................. - high density crustal rock, between 5-10km thick 

which is constantly being created and renewed at divergent plate boundaries 

 

..............................  - a light volcanic rock 

 

...................................   .................. - a high velocity avalanche of hot gas, ash and volcanic 

rock fragments (reach speeds of up to 150km/hr) 

 

...................................  ................. - a quantitative scale measuring the magnitude of an 

earthquake as measured by a seismograph. It is a logarithmic scale, with each 

incremental increase representing a 10x increase in magnitude. 

 

...................................... - a machine used to measure the magnitude of an earthquake 

 

.......................................   ...................... - the place where one tectonic plate sinks below 

another plate. 

 

............................ - an opening in the earth's crust through which lava, gas and ash 

erupts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


